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river to rise considerably, and the current was very strong. The troops
began to cross by the bridge of boats at Akhnur, but this bridge proved
unequal to the strain imposed upon it by the great strength of the current
and by the unusually heavy load. When only a portion of the army
had reached the further bank, the bridge broke asunder, and 2,000 men
•were drowned in the swirling waters.1 According to 'Abdu'l-Karim,
the bridge was broken in the following way : When the inhabitants
of the Akhnur district received warning of Nadir's approach, they retired
to the hills where they cut down large numbers of trees. They then cast
the tree-tunks into the Chenab which bore them swiftly down to Akhnur
and dashed them with such force against the bridge there that the chains
connecting the boats snapped in two.2 As it was impossible either to
repair this bridge or to build another one near-by, Nadir gave orders for
the remainder of the troops and the baggage and artillery to be ferried
across at Kullowal, thirty miles downstream from Akhnur; this passage
by ferry proved a lengthy process, and it was not until the 7th Rabi* II
(i4th July) that it was completed.8
Knowing that his men had amassed much plunder at Delhi, Nadir,
before the crossing was begun, issued an order that every man was to
surrender all except a limited part of his loot. Many obeyed and were
rewarded, but, as Nadir knew that many others had disregarded his
order, he posted some trustworthy men at the crossing-place who searched
each man as he passed. Some men buried their valuables, in the hope
that they would be able to return later and recover them, but in this they
were disappointed; others are said to have been so enraged that they
threw their jewels and money into the river.4
^ Before leaving the further (western) bank of the Chenab, Nadir set free
his Indian prisoners and ordered Zakariya Khan to assist them to return
to their homes ; he then gave the Khan leave to go back to Lahore.5
It was, apparently, at this time that Nadir sent orders to Muhammad
Taqi Khan, the Beglarbegi of Pars, to bring reinforcements by sea to
Sind. These orders reached Muhammad Taqi Khan at the end of
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Bayan, foL 28 (a). K.N., p. 466. In February, 1740, some merchants arrived at Gombroon
from Nadir s camp, -which, they said, -was " excessively rich in Money and Jewels. But
the latter he (Nadir) engrosses to himself, having forbid the soldiers retaining Diamonds
or other Stones. ... On their coming to any Pass, he had their Baggage brought before
turn and examined to prevent their concealing such .. ." (Gombroon Diary, 22nd February,
mo). In his History of Persia (Vol. II, p. 86), Sir J. Malcolm, after mentioning this order
otNadir s, says: I have heard many Persian noblemen, when speaking on this subject,
refer the conduct of Nadir more to policy than avarice. He feared, they affirmed, his
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soldiers would be spoiled by wealth.
*Baya*, Id 28 (b), TJ?., p. 209.

